Mountain Pine Beetle – Life Cycle
Per Figure 1, the Mountain Pine Beetle normally has a one-year life cycle, laying its eggs in mid summer, over-wintering as larvae, pupating in the spring and emerging as adults early in the following summer.  

In what is called a 2-year cycle–but should more properly be called a 2-summer cycle– all life stages are delayed (usually because of cool weather) by 4 to 6 weeks.  In these cases, the main beetle flight does not take place until much later than normal.  
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Occasionally, it is possible to have staggered two-year populations in the same area, and also possible to have one-year cycle beetles mixed in with two year.  

Figure 1: IBM Life Cycle
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